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application programming interface (“API”) to allow rival ticketers to access Ticketmaster’s 
platform and provisions to “loosen exclusivity provisions” for contracts with more than four 
years remaining may help address some of the challenges facing the industry, they do nothing to 
alter the underlying incentives Live Nation has to game the system and leverage its monopoly 
power.

The facts surrounding the settlement also point toward a deal made in response to political 
pressure rather than the public interest. This settlement appears to be part of a larger pattern of 
Justice Department officials reportedly overruling antitrust enforcers for political reasons. In 
June 2025, reports indicate that the Justice Department settled its case to block Hewlett Packard 
Enterprise’s proposed acquisition of Juniper Networks despite reservations by the Assistant 
Attorney General for Antitrust, Gail Slater, who warned the deal did not remedy the alleged 
antitrust concerns.11 The settlement allegedly resulted in the firing of Slater’s top aides, Principal 
Deputy Assistant Attorney General Roger Alford and Deputy Assistant Attorney William 
Rinner, both of whom objected to the settlement. After his firing, Mr. Alford specifically warned 
that “Live Nation and Ticketmaster have paid a bevy of cozy MAGA friends to roam the halls of 
the [Antitrust Division] in defense of their monopoly abuses.”12 He later testified that Live 
Nation lobbyist Mike Davis had told Ms. Slater: “If you don’t approve [the Hewlett Packard 
Enterprises] settlement, I will destroy you. I will destroy your job at the DOJ.”13 Davis later 
admitted in sworn testimony that he recommended Ms. Slater’s firing to “anyone who would 
listen,” including former Attorney General Pam Bondi.14 Slater was ousted from her position on 
February 12.15

Less than a month after Ms. Slater’s ousting, the Justice Department settled the case against Live 
Nation. As this court is aware, the Justice Department lawyers trying the case were not involved 
in the settlement discussions and were not even aware of its existence prior to its filing. The state 
attorneys general were also kept in the dark. That the settlement was hashed out without input 
from the lawyers trying the case demonstrates this was not a settlement struck in response to 
perceived litigation risk or to protect the public from harms resulting from alleged 
anticompetitive behavior. In fact, reporting from the Wall Street Journal indicates that the deal 

11 Dana Mattioli, Rebecca Ballhaus & Josh Dawsey, The Threats and Bare-Knuckle Tactics of MAGA’s Top 
Antitrust Fixer, Wall St. J. (Mar. 20, 2026 ),   https://www.wsj.com/us-news/law/lobbyists-antitrust-trump-davis- 
f6a02e04.
12 Tech Policy Institute Aspen Forum, “The Rule of Law Versus the Rule of Lobbyists,” Roger Alford, August 18, 
2025, https://assets.bwbx.io/documents/users/iqjWHBFdfxIU/rqWZHzWNbqZc/v0.
13 The Hewlett Packard Enterprises settlement is now being reviewed under the Tunney Act by the United States 
District Court for the Northern District of California. Four United States Senators, including some of the 
undersigned, filed a comment on that settlement: 
https://www.warren.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/letter from senator warren to judge pitts on hpe-
juniper merger and tunney act.pdf.
14 Dana Mattioli, Rebecca Ballhaus & Josh Dawsey, The Threats and Bare-Knuckle Tactics of MAGA’s Top 
Antitrust Fixer, Wall St. J. (Mar. 20, 2026), https://www.wsj.com/us-news/law/lobbyists-antitrust-trump-davis-
f6a02e04.
15 It has also been reported that Ms. Slater was overruled by Justice Department leadership when she sought to seek 
more information regarding a merger of two real estate brokerage firms, Compass and Anywhere Real Estate. Dave 
Michaels & Nicole Friedman, Real-Estate Brokerages Avoided Merger Investigation After Justice Department Rift, 
Wall St. J. (Jan. 9, 2026), https://www.wsj.com/us-news/law/real-estate-brokerages-avoided-merger-investigation-
after-justice-department-rift-e846c797.
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